The Preface. 

Siiperftru&ures, lam abundantly fatisfied ; and all my ambition is, 
that l may ftrve to the great Philofophers of thk Age , as the makers 
and the grinders of my Glaffes did to me ; that I may prepare andfur- 
nijh them with fome Materials, which they may afterwards order and 
manage with better skilly and to far greater advantage. 

The next remedies in thk univerfal cure of the Mind are to be ap- 
plyedto the Memory, and they are to confiji of fuch Directions as may 
inform us, what things are befl to be ftordup/or ourpurpofo, and 
which k the beft way of fo difpofing them, that they may notonlybe 
kept in iafety ,but ready and convenient Jo be at any time produc d for 
uft, as occafion fhall require. But I will not here prevent my f elf in 
what I may fay in another Vifcourfo , wherein / JhaU make an at- 
tempt to propofe fome Confiderations of the manner of compiling a Na- 
tural and Artificial Hifiory, and of fo ranging and regiftring its 
Particulars into Philofopbical Tables , as may make them mojl ufeful 
for the raifing of Axioms and Theories. 

The loft indeed k the moft hazardous Enterprise, and yet the mojl 
neceflary ; and that k, to take fitch care that the. ] udgment and the 
Reafon of Man ( which k the third Faculty to be repair'd and im- 
prov'd ) fhould receive fuch affiance, as to avoid the dangers to 
which it k by nature moft fubjeft. The Imperfections, which I have al- 
ready mention'd, to which it k lyable, do either belong to the extent, 
or the goodnefs of its knowledge ; and here the difficulty h the grea- 
ter, leaft that which may be thought a remedy for the one fhould 
prove deftru&ive to the other, leaft by feeking to inlarge our Know- 
ledge, we fhould render it weak and uncertain', and leaft by being 
too fcrupulous and exafi about every Circumftance of it, we fhould 

confine and ftreighten it too much. 

In both theft the middle wayes are to be taken, nothing us to be 

omitted, and yet every thing to paft a mature deliberation ; No 

Intelligence from Men of all Profeffms, and quarters of the World, 

to be flighted, andyet all to be fo feverely examin’d ,that there remain 

no room for doubt or inftability ; much rigour in admitting, much 

ftri&nefs in comparing,and above all, much flownefs W debatnig, ar 
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(hynefs in determining, kto bepraCffed. The Undemanding u to 
order all the informr ftrvu.es efthe lower Faculties ; but yet it K to 
dothkmhasaXM Matter, andmt asa Tyrant. Itmuft not in- 
croach upon their Offices, nor take upon it ft ff the employments which 
belong to either of them. It mu ft watch the irregularities of the Sen-, 

fes, but it muftnotgo before them, or prevent their irformatim. It 
mttft examine, range, and Kifyok cf the bank which k laid up mthe 
Memory ; but itmuft be fare to mah diftinfiion between the fober and 
well collefted heap , and the extravagant Idea's, and miftaken 
Images , which there it may fometimes light upon. So many are the 
links, upon which the. true Philofophy depends, of which jf. any one be loofe, 
(Trweak , the whole chain i* in danger cf being diffolv d ; itk to be- 
gin with the Hands and Eyes, and to proceed on through the Memory, 
to be continued by the Reafon ; nor kit to flop there, but to come about 
to the Hands and Eyes again, and fo, by a continual paffage round 
from one F acuity to another , it kto be maintained in lift and ftrengtft 
as much as tk body of man kby ^circulation of the blood through the 
fever al parts of tk body, tk Arms, the Fat, the Lungs, tk Heart , and the 
Head. 

If once thk method were followed with diligence and attention, there k 
nothing that lyes within the power of human Wit (or which k far more 
effectual ) of human Induftry , which we might not comp aft ; we might 
not only hope for Inventions to equalize tbofe of Copernicus, Galileo, 
Gilbert Harvy, and of others , whofo Names are almoft loft, that were the 
Inventors of Gun-powder, Seamans Compafs, Printing, Etching, 

Graving, Microfcopes, &c. but multitudes that may far exceed them : 
for even tbofe difeoveries foem to have been the produtts of fome fuch me- 
thod, tkugb but imperfeC ; What may not be therefore expelled from it if 
thoroughly profecuted? Talking contention of Arguments would 
fom be turn'd into labours ; alltk fine dreams of Opinions, and uni- 
verfal metaphyfical natures, which the luxury of fubtil Brains has de- 
vis d, would quickly vanijh, and giveplace to lolid Hiftories, Experi- 
ments and Works . And as at firft, mankind fell by tatting cf the 
forbidden Tree of Knowledge, fo wepikir P. ofterity , may be in part reftor’d 
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